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When Wood's Edge Equestrian Center owner Katy Harcsar built the facility, she knew she 

wanted it to be able to accommodate equine assisted activities and therapies (EAAT) in 

the future. With that in mind, she paid close attention to every little detail in the design of 

the facility to ensure it would be accessible and could someday be the home of an EAAT 

program. Little did she know that only a few short months after the barn was completed, 

that dream would become a reality. As PATH Intl. certified instructors teaching at a local 

therapeutic riding center, Katy and co-worker, Dionne Newton, saw a void in services for 

individuals who were being "graduated" from the local center. While these individuals could 

ride independently, Katy and Dionne knew they would struggle to be successful in a 

traditional lesson program. So in the spring of 2016 they began Rider's Edge Ability 

Centered Horsemanship, (REACH) with those 8 riders with disabilities.. The program 

continues to grow and this session REACH is serving 20 individuals of all abilities, ranging in 

age from 4 to 62, from independent riders to those who require a full team of volunteers.          

REACH is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and a PATH Intl. member center.

How REACH began…

“Helping individuals of all abilities REACH their greatest potential!”

The mission of REACH is to provide equine assisted activities and therapies through a program of inclusion for individuals of all 

abilities, including those with physical, cognitive and mental challenges, to help them reach their greatest potential.

R E A C H

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

February 4: First day of REACH Spring Session 
(February tuition due)

February 18: WEEC Barn Day (10:00 - 2:00)

March 4 -5: March tuition due

March 11 - 15: No lessons - Spring Break

March 18: WEEC Barn Day (10:00 - 2:00)

April 1-2: April tuition due

April 14: WEEC / REACH Horse Show 

April 22: WEEC Barn Day (10:00 - 2:00)

May 6-7: May tuition due

May 27 -28: No lessons - Memorial Day
 
June 4: Last day of REACH Spring Session

June 9: WEEC / REACH Horse Show
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Dionne, Katy & Gina, REACH’s first volunteer 

REACH would like to give a special “THANK YOU!” for a generous year end 
donation from Affinis Corp and Richard Worrell, President of Affinis Corp. A 

heartfelt thank you from all of us at REACH! Your generous gift will help 
individuals of all abilities to REACH their greatest potential!

Consider making a donation to support REACH at reachatweec.org 

http://reachatweec.org
http://reachatweec.org


.November 7th, 2018 was a blue ribbon day for REACH riders! Polished 
boots, shining horses and ponies and contagious smiles were seen in 
abundance throughout Hale Arena as REACH riders and others from around 
the country demonstrated their equestrian skills in the UPHA Exceptional 
Challenge Cup Championships. Every REACH rider was awarded ribbons and 
scholarships to help them continue with their equestrian pursuits. A huge 
thank you to UPHA and all the family, friends and especially the donors and 
volunteers who supported them in this incredible opportunity! 

Ability Centered Horsemanship

REACH

UPHA Show at the American Royal was a huge success!

Congratulations to Noah Snype, JD Horbelt,  Robin Hammar, Kate Worrell and Kylie Neal-
Willoughby for a fantastic show!  Way to go REACH show team!

 
THIS is what Ability Centered Horsemanship is all about!
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At four years old, Nicholas is the youngest rider in the REACH program. His 
first visit in November 2018 was a mix of tears followed by smiles as he was 
introduced first to a helmet then to Pinocchio. His mother was very 
apprehensive of how he was going to react to horses because they do not even 
have pets at home, but Nicholas quickly took a liking to Pinocchio and adapted 
to wearing a helmet in only few sessions. 

When asked what progress she has seen in Nicholas since he began 
participating at REACH she explained, “Nicholas never cared for puzzles even 
though we tried many, many times (in OT, at school, at home), and recently, 
after doing puzzles while riding Pinocchio, he started doing them at home and is 
now almost mastering 12 piece puzzles! Nicholas is more focused, more 
affective and cuddly, and has better eye contact. Also, he has become more 
interested in playing with kids in his class,  is making great progress in toilet 
training, plus slowly trying some foods that he was not able to eat before due to 
his sensory issues. And until now, Nicholas was not able to say “go” but he did 
it at the last session while riding Pinocchio!”

Nicholas is a great example of how EAAT can improve so much more than 
balance! EAAT is impacting every aspect of his life and that of his family!

Nicholas

In 1998, Robin began having trouble with her balance and hearing. Finally in 2000, 
when she was 43, she was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis. About 9 years ago she  
had to start walking with a cane due to her poor balance. As the oldest rider in our 
program at 62, Robin is a source of constant inspiration for everyone who has the 
pleasure to interact with her at the barn. She always has a smile on her face, 
especially when she sees her big bay partner, Taz. Not only is she the oldest, but one 
of the bravest as well. Last fall she put on her biggest smile and participated in the 
Exceptional Challenge Cup at the American Royal! Robin and Taz made an 
impressive debut and we look forward to seeing them do it again next fall!
.When asked about what benefits she has seen since she began riding she said, 
“Riding helps so much with my balance and walking.  Riding makes me stronger and 
more confident.  I really enjoy everyone at REACH and especially Taz.”  Her balance 
and strength have improved so much that she’s already started working on her goal 
for this session… posting at the trot! 

Robin

Rider Spotlight

If you’d like to find out how you can sponsor a rider and help them REACH their greatest potential go to reachatweec.org! 
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Volunteer Spotlight
Most of our 32 active volunteers help out during our evening classes, but we have several volunteers who donate hours every 
week during the day. The three ladies in the spotlight this time come each week and do a variety of things to help us out. They 
may not always be in the limelight, but the service they offer is vital to us! Thank you Janae, Bethany and Jane! 

If you’re interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities at REACH go to reachatweec.org or give us a call!

JANAE AHO started volunteering last 
fall and shows up every week ready to 
work! She is willing to do whatever we 
ask of her including grooming, cleaning 
tack, organizing and being a mock 
student for Kymari, our instructor in 
training! Her horse experience comes in 
useful when we need help with the 
horses and her cheerful attitude and 
constant smile make her the perfect 
volunteer with our littlest rider, 
Nicholas!

When asked why she started 
volunteering for REACH she said, 
“I started volunteering because I love 
horses, and I love helping people. These 
two things get to be combined 
volunteering for REACH. It helps me 
feel connected to my family and roots, 
even living so far away from them. It's 
my happy place.”

Like many who come to volunteer at 
REACH, they come because they want 
to be around the horses. But ultimately, 
it’s those we serve who keep them 
coming back! As BETHANY CALL 
explains, “When I started volunteering 
at REACH, I had never heard of a 
program like it before. I was intrigued 
by the idea that these powerful, strong 
animals could help kids with disabilities. 
I had taken some riding lessons when I 
was younger and was excited about 
being around horses again! But being 
able to work with a young rider who 
has gone from screaming about wearing 
a helmet to smiles and laughter while 
riding a pony has been awesome! I'm 
honored I get to be a small part of it!”

Bethany usually comes twice a week. 
When she’s not assisting with Nicholas, 
she can often be found sitting in the 
office doing data entry, a truly thankless, 
boring job that we are immensely 
grateful she is willing to do! 

Bethany (on the left) and Janae (in red) have 
helped Nicholas learn to love his time on 

Pinocchio every week! 

JANE ROCKHOLD slips into the barn every Wednesday and quietly gets right to work, 
usually starting with grooming our always shedding pony Pinocchio. She’s always happy to 
help with whatever needs to be done whether it’s folding laundry, hand walking lame 
horses or sidewalking with a rider. She’s also our “go to” person when we need a last 
minute volunteer during the day or for special events. She’s a woman of many talents and 
freely shares her time with REACH whenever she is able. When we asked her why she 
volunteers for REACH she said simply,” I enjoy volunteering with REACH because the 
people and horses make me smile!”

Jane (red coat) makes us all smile too!
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We would also like to give a quick shout out to our amazing 
veterinarian, Dr. Brooke Johnson from Strain Equine Services, for 
helping us keep our horses and ponies happy and healthy. With sub-
zero temps in the barn, we had to bring the horses into the lounge 
for x-rays.  Taz just wanted to know why he couldn’t have any of the 
cookies on the kitchen counter! (No need to worry, he’s fine now!)

http://reachatweec.org
http://reachatweec.org


Meet REACH Instructors-in-Training
Kymari Smith Kaitie Marolf

Kymari’s love affair with horses began at age 4 when she was 
placed on the back of a horse named “Dusty.” She started 
attending horse camps over the summers and eventually her 
parents purchased two pasture horses for her and her three 
siblings to share. 

Kymari graduated from Findlay College with an Associates 
Degree in Equestrian Studies and has a BA in Graphic Design 
from the University of Iowa.  After graduating from Iowa she 
married Grant and moved to Kansas City in 1990. They 
recently celebrated their 29th wedding anniversary! They have 
3 children who are all currently in college. The newest addition 
to the family is Oppy, who can be found in stall #1 at Wood’s 
Edge.

While attending Findlay College, Kymari realized her interest 
with horses was based upon how it helped her deal with the 
difficulties of life as a child. Knowing this, she wanted to pursue 
a career which used the magic of horses. Now, after a nearly 
25 year hiatus from horses, Kymari is excited to get back to 
what she loves and to become a PATH Intl. Certified 
Therapeutic Riding Instructor. 

Kymari believes strongly in the body-mind connection and how 
it enables healing.  She is certified in BodyTalk Access as well as 
Reiki I & II with Usui/Holy Fire. Other than horses, Kymari’s 
hobbies include, traveling, hiking, skiing, as well as genetic and 
genealogical research.  

REACH is happy to have Kymari on the team! 

Kaitie Marolf has three main passions: kids, animals, and writing. 
She completed her undergrad years at K-State, completing a BS 
in Print Journalism, a minor in Leadership Studies, and a 
certification in Equine Science. She is currently completing her 
MS at KU in Digital Content Strategy and works as the 
Communications Coordinator for Pediatric Learning Solutions at 
the Children's Hospital Association. 

She has been involved with horses for13 years, reaching US 
Pony Club Level C1-HB with a focus on jumpers, eventing and 
mounted games.  What started as a search for an enjoyable 
source of NHS hours 9 years ago, equine assisted activities and 
therapies (EAAT) quickly became a lifetime passion after her first 
volunteer session at 14-years-old. 

“EAAT has been my therapy all of these years as much as it has 
for the riders I've had the privilege to work with. I've been able 
to learn from and develop relationships with some amazing 
people and have a constant reminder of what matters most with 
horses: the bond they can share with us." 

Kaitie and her boyfriend Evan's fur family includes four horses, 
four chinchillas, three dogs, and a fish. When she's not working, 
she loves riding, reading, and anything outdoors. If you want her 
to talk your ear off, ask about her animals (especially the two 
with special needs). 

Welcome to the REACH team, Kaitie!
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Fun things are happening at Wood’s Edge Equestrian Center! 
Summer Camps at Wood’s Edge are inclusive 
camps open to children ages 6-14 of ALL abilities! 
Experienced PATH Intl. certified instructors are 
available to accommodate campers with special 
needs. A fun week of everything horses and 
making new friends, both two-legged and four!  

Registration is now open! 

Register before May 1, 2019 and receive a $25 
early registration discount!

For more information or to register go to:

reachatweec.org/camps-at-woods-edge

Looking for something to do on school holidays? What 
could be more fun than hanging out at the barn?! 
WEEC Barn Days are a great way to have fun and get 
to know other riders from Wood’s Edge! Barn days are 
open to any child age 6 or older who participates in a 
lesson program at Wood’s Edge, including REACH 
participants. We want to build a friendly, inclusive barn 
family who enjoys sharing their passion for horses and 
having fun!

Barn Days include games, horse related activities (*no 
riding)  and lunch! What could be better than ponies 
and pizza!

Sign up sheets are on the lesson board in the lounge!  
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